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Figure 3. (above) Digital Elevation Model of 

Stop 7. Moraine to Outwash Plain 

An outwash plain is the region in front of 

a glacier where melt-water streams deposit 

sediments (Fig. 7.). Outwash plains are rela-

tively flat compared to moraines and the 

sediments are better sorted since they were 

carried by flowing water. A core sample ex-

tracted from this area in 2007 showed sorted 

sand and gravel typical of stream deposits. 

At about one meter down, fragmented cob-

bles were found. One possible explanation 

for this is that the glacier had advanced this 

far south depositing the layer of till. As the 

glacier retreated north to a position in 

Claraôs Woods, melt water streams would 

have deposited the sandy gravel on top of the 

till.  
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Figure 4..  Hummocky Terrain in Sweden 
Figure 5..  Hummocky moraine in front of 

Austra Broggerbreen, Svalbard. 

Figure 7. (To the left) Formation of an Outwash 

plain.   Melt water streams carry sediment from 

the glacier and deposit it in horizontal layers.  

Notice that there is a layer of glacial till 

below the outwash sediments.     
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